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T he 1982 In d iana  M anual on U niform  T raffic  C ontrol Devices 
(IM U TC D ) is in tended  to be used as a guide w ith reg ard  to the recom ­
m ended  design and  suggested usage of traffic control devices. W hen 
used as a guide it allows the engineer to use his discretion and  eng ineer­
ing  jud g m en t in the p lacem ent of traffic signs based on existing field 
conditions.
T h ere  are several m ajor changes which have been incorpo ra ted  to 
give the 1982 edition  this new la titude . O ne of these is the defin ition  of 
the term s “Shall” , “Should” , and  “M ay” . “Shall” has been m odified 
w ith the term  “N orm ally” to m ean  a norm ally m andato ry  practice in ­
stead of one w hich is strictly m andato ry . “Should” has also been 
m odified w ith the term  “N orm ally” to m ean  a norm ally  advised or 
recom m ended  p ractice instead of one which is strictly advised or 
recom m ended . T h e  defin ition  of “M ay” rem ains as a permissive p ra c ­
tice.
All references to the design of signs and  the ir support systems have 
been rem oved from  this edition of the m anual. Since the m anu al is 
p rom ulgated  into law, it was not considered to be advisable to inco r­
po ra te  design m easures in the m anu a l since these m ay change based on 
the cu rren t s ta te  of the art. All references to the n u m b er of posts to be 
utilized in m oun ting  signs as well as the type of posts to be used have 
been e lim inated . All sheet signs previously used a 90 m ph  w ind loading  
for design calculations in the de term ination  of post sizes. Based on the 
average life expectancy of sheet signs it was determ ined  th a t the 90 
m ph  criteria  was too excessive. W e therefore are in tend ing  to utilize a 
60 m p h  w ind loading  for the design of sheet sign support systems. It is 
ou r in ten tion  to m ake this change effective July 1, 1982.
All references to the thickness of sign backing m ate ria l to be u til­
ized for sheet signs as well as the recom m ended  spacing for hole p u n c h ­
ing have been rem oved. T he  thickness o f sign back ing  m ate ria l and  
the ir app lica tion  m ay be found  in  the “In d iana  State H ighway S tan ­
d a rd  Specifications—1978” . T h e  fab rica tion  and  punch ing  details of 
sheet signs m ay be found in the FH W A  publica tion  “S tan d ard  
H ighw ay Signs—1979” . T he  “In d iana  Supplem ental Signs” are not in ­
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eluded in this pub lica tion . T h e  fab rica tion  an d  pub lica tion  details for 
these signs will be m ade available upon  request to the Division of T ra f ­
fic, In d ia n a  D epartm en t of Highways.
T h e  vertical and  la tera l clearance of signs rem ains in the m anual 
w ith only one change. O n freeways and  expressways the la tera l 
clearance of sheet signs from  the edge of a paved or stabilized shoulder 
has been changed  from  2 ft to 6 ft. T h is change was incorpo ra ted  as a 
cost savings m easure to help elim inate  the m ain tenance  rep lacem ent of 
sheet signs dam aged  by vehicles using the shoulder.
This edition  of the m anu al has incorpo ra ted  a n u m b er of new 
sheet signs. T he  Chevron A lignm ent Sign (W l-8 ) is used to supplem ent 
s tand ard  delineation  an d  as an  a lte rn a te  or supplem ent to the Large 
Arrow Sign (W  1-6, W  1-7). In light of the popu larity  o f carpooling 
and  the use of high occupancy vehicles, new signs have been incor­
p o ra ted  for p referen tial lane usage (R3-10 th ru  R3-15), p a rk  and  ride 
facilities (D4-2), and  car pool in form ation  signage (D I2-2). C riteria  for 
the posting of T ourist In fo rm ation  Centers an d  R adio In fo rm ation  
signage has also been incorpo ra ted . T he  use of symbol signs is m ore 
heavily em phasized in this ed ition  to forw ard the app lica tion  of in te r­
na tiona l signing principles. An a ttem p t has also been m ade to prom ote 
the u tilization  of sign sp read ing  and  positive gu idance concepts. In  
o rder to prom ote uniform ity , the In d iana  m anual has adop ted  the 
federal sign num bering  system as well as the new sections on ra ilro a d ­
highw ay g rade crossings and  bicycle facilities.
In  sum m ary, the 1982 ed ition  of the IM U TC D  is in tended  to be 
used as a guide regard ing  the p lacem ent of traffic control devices. 
W hen used in this m ann er, in conjunction  w ith sound engineering 
jud g m en t, it provides the traffic engineer w ith flexibility in the p lace ­
m ent of traffic signs based on existing field conditions.
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